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The quiet work of growing
A bean becomes. · Curiosity day

Name __________________________ Date _______________

stored food + first root

A bean rests in an open hand. “Is anything in there?” Inside, a tiny plant waits. Stored
food will help it begin before leaves can cook new food.

shoot up / root down

With water, air, and enough warmth, a root tips out first. It grows down with gravity. A
shoot climbs toward light. Two directions from one quiet start.

light + air + water

Leaves unfold in the light. They use light, water, and carbon dioxide from the air to
make food. Now the plant can make more of what it needs.

same soil baseline

“It looks the same,” says Little Wonderer. Big Wonderer opens the notebook.
Yesterday’s mark sits lower than today’s tip. Notes catch slow change.

stored food + first root

They look back at the beginning. Did the bean need open leaves to start? Inside, the
tiny plant already had stored food — a lunch packed before the first leaf.

same soil baseline

They sit by the window. Growing takes time. “What might change next?” Little
Wonderer keeps a new question for tomorrow.

Think about it: What helped the bean begin before its leaves opened? How did their notes help them notice growth?


