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A little guidance
A loop goes somewhere. · Grade 2 · Parent answer key

Three gentle sessions: 15 minutes each. Understanding matters more than finishing
every line.

Math · 1

21 mm traveled: 12 + 9 = 21. A bridge-through-ten strategy is 12 + 8 + 1.

Math · 2

11 mm left. First combine the traveled stretches: 12 + 9 = 21. Then subtract from the whole: 32 − 21 =
11. Accept two number sentences or a labeled bar model.

Math · 3

19 mm left: 32 + 8 = 40 mm; 40 − 21 = 19 mm. Or add 8 to the earlier remainder: 11 + 8 = 19. The
traveled distance stays 21 mm.

Reading · 1

The head was before the fork and later beyond it. The same body part changed position beside the
same reference point. An arch alone shows shape, not travel. Times would be needed to find speed.

Reading · 2

Rear prolegs anchor the body. If they slip before the front grips, the body could slide. Accept a
reasoned prediction; it need not claim the animal must fall.

Writing

Look for observation plus explanation: The front feet are lifted. The rear prolegs hold because the
front cannot grip yet. Or: The head mark passed the fork, so I infer movement. Drawing or dictation
can preserve this reasoning.

These are imagined, enlarged scenes, not an identified species or exact leg-count diagrams. Inchworms are
geometer moth caterpillars, not earthworms. They generally have three pairs of jointed front legs and two or
three pairs of rear prolegs, with a long legless middle; details vary. Tiny hooks on prolegs help grip. Front legs
anchor during looping; rear prolegs anchor during extension. Caterpillar, pupa and moth are stages separated
by time; timing varies. The pictured winged moth is a possible adult form, though some females have reduced
or absent wings. Most inchworms eat plant material, often leaves. The name suggests measuring, not exactly
one-inch steps. Compare the same head against the same vein; position evidence alone gives no speed. All
millimeter distances are invented and independent of loop count or art scale. Observe a leaf in place if desired;
handling or raising animals is unnecessary. Support pronunciation, invented spelling or dictation as useful. Keep
adult guidance in this key or collapsed details.

Materials: pencil, crayons if you like, and scrap paper. Print kid pages separately from this key.


